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Coming to Vo-Tech 
helps me learn better 

than just sitting in school. 
It’s much more hands-on 
training,” senior Nicholas 
Ganunis said.
 For some students at 
PAHS, sitting in a class-
room all day taking notes 
and hand-written tests is 
the ideal way of learning; 
but for others, the exact 
opposite is true.  
 For certain students, a 
more hands-on approach 
to learning proves to be 
much more effective.
Students who fall into this 
category have the oppor-
tunity to attend Schuylkill 
Technology Center North 
and South campuses, 
otherwise known as 
Vo-Tech, for a semester 
during the school year 
to learn a trade of their 
choice. 
 Students who attend 
Vo-Tech have the choice 
of which trade or career 
they would like to pursue, 
including culinary arts, 
electricity, cosmetology, 
automobile mechanics, 
carpentry and welding. 
Although students who 
attend Vo-Tech spend 
a majority of their time 
working hands-on with 
their trade, every student 
is required to take gen-
eral education classes 
such as mathematics and 
social studies. 
 A majority of students 
who attend Vo-Tech 
choose to attend to get 
an early start on their 
desired career, which can 
be a helpful advantage in 
the future. Many stu-

dents plan to take their 
skills from Vo-Tech and 
use them in their future 
careers. 
 “I chose to come 
to Vo-Tech for health 
careers because I have 
family members who 
have worked in the nurs-
ing field, and I plan to 
become a nurse as well,” 
junior Brittany Brittenburg 
said. “When I graduate 
from high school, I am 
hoping to become an 
RN.”
 Students at Vo-Tech 
are constantly working 
on projects during the 
semester, and occasion-
ally they are permitted 
to conduct projects on 
their own. In the fall, 
masonry students built 

block lead, computer 
information students 
constructed their own 
computer program and 
health career students 
visited the elderly. Some 
students in other trades 
even completed projects 
for the community.
 “I am currently doing a 
project for [the] National 
Honor Society,” senior 
Casey Martin said. “I am 
making a flagpole that 
will hold the flag for the 
society. I was asked if I 
wanted to do the project, 
and I agreed.”
 If a student is interest-
ed in attending Vo-Tech, 
a field trip is organized 
for both the North and 
South campuses each 
year. Sophomores 

through seniors are eli-
gible to attend as long as 
certain requirements are 
met. Students interested 
in Vo-Tech must demon-
strate appropriate school 
behavior, be academical-
ly proficient and have an 
acceptable attendance 
record. 
 Students who meet 
these requirements can 
then register for Vo-Tech 
by filling out an appli-
cation in the guidance 
office.
 “I signed up for 
Vo-Tech for masonry 
because I wanted to try 
something new,” junior 
Zachary Cash said. “I 
will most likely choose 
masonry as my career in 
the future.” 

D.H.H. Lengel 
students “Pay it 
Forward”

Students participate 
in Eagle Scout 
project

Middle school band 
rehearsal switched 
to end of day

This past fall, 
sophomore Dustin 

Haslam created a winning 
design for a poster 
on teen violence. The 
contest, sponsored by 
Schuylkill County Women 
in Crisis, challenged 
participants to design 
a poster in order to 
raise awareness for 
domestic violence in teen 
relationships. 
 Haslam came in second 
place and received a $25 
prize. He came up with 
the slogan, “When push 
comes to shove, it’s no 
longer love.” The slogan 
was the factor that helped 
him place so high in the 
contest.  

  
PAHS student wins 
poster contest

Getting to know D.H.H. 
Lengel Vice Principal 
Mrs. Caitlin Mohl 

With a career of 
seven years under 

her belt, four kids and a 
husband to go home to 
and her taste in binge-
watchable shows, Mrs. 
Caitlin Mohl is taking 
her unique personality 
and settling into her new 
position as vice principal 
at D.H.H. Lengel. 
 “[I had been working at 
a different school district]. 
I have been doing this 
job for seven years now, 
and I wanted to come 
back to Pottsville because 
it is where I grew up. It 
is where I’m from,” Mrs. 
Mohl said. “[Being the 
vice principal has] been 
great so far – really 
great kids, really great 
teachers,” Mrs. Mohl said. 
For more on these two 
stories, please visit 
www.pahstidelines.com.

BUILD — Junior Joel Huffman works on building an electrical panel at Schuylkill Technology 
Center South. “I came to Vo-Tech because I want a good education so I can make money,” 
Huffman said. “I want to be an electrician and work on pole lines. I prefer Vo-Tech over regular 
school because I like getting to work with real tools instead of just papers. Right now I’m work-
ing on building panels of electricity. My friends and I made a stick figure out of light bulbs to 
show at Back to School Night.”

Photo By Becky Staller
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Dr. Jeffrey S. Zwiebel

 Last year at this time, I wrote in my 
March letter about what a tough win-
ter it had been and joked about what 
came to be known as the “Morning 
Message from the Superintendent,” 
when it seemed as if I sent a Sky-
lert message out on an almost daily 
basis regarding school delays and/or 
cancellations due to extreme weather. 
Fast-forward a year later and like Yogi 
Berra once said, “It’s like deja-vu all 

over again!” Hard to believe we have experienced another tough 
winter once again, but the hope of spring is not too far off as you 
read this issue of Wavelengths. 
 I want to take this opportunity to make everyone aware of an 
upcoming important meeting regarding our school district and 
the St. Clair Area School District. As you are aware, for the past 
25 years, the Pottsville Area School District and the St. Clair Area 
School District have had a tuition agreement for St. Clair to send 
their students in grades 9-12 to Pottsville Area High School. A little 
more than a year ago, both school districts began to have infor-
mal discussions about a possible merger of the two districts. A 
comprehensive formal study of this possibility was commissioned 
by Civic Research Alliance. With the study now complete, the next 

Dear Members of the Community,

step in this exploratory process is a public presentation of the study. 
This will be held on Monday, March 9th, at 7:30 p.m. in the DHH 
Lengel Middle School Auditorium. I encourage all members of the 
Pottsville area community to attend this presentation. The Pottsville 
Area Board of Directors and Administration want input from the 
citizens and taxpayers of the Pottsville Area School District before 
making a decision on this important issue. 
 Finally, our PAHS Drama Club will present the musical “Les Mis-
erables” on March 20th, 21st and 22nd. Please come out and support 
our students in this musical endeavor.  
 While we are shaking off the winter doldrums, we continue to 
prepare for the upcoming spring PSSA exams and Keystone exams 
and the budget for the 2015-2016 school year to ensure that we can 
deliver a world-class education to the students, while being worthy 
stewards of your tax dollars. The mission never ends to strive for 
excellence for our students.
 With hope for warm breezes and abundant sunshine for us all, I 
remain

Jeffrey S. Zwiebel, Ed.D.
Superintendent

Sincerely,

PAHS musicians perform at annual festivals
By: Alex Disabella

PAHS Senior

Instruments blasting and 
voices reverberating 

throughout the auditori-
um: these are the sounds 
that fill the room when 
an honors band or choir 
takes the stage at the 
start of a county, district, 
region or state festival.
 The band process 
started November 20 with 
county band auditions. 
Here, young musicians 
frantically ripped through 
their scales one last time 
and tried to perfect the 
run sequence in the sec-
tion they knew would be 
part of the audition.
 “I auditioned [for county 
band] for the experi-
ence and to be able to 
widen my horizons when 
it came to my music,” 
freshman Kaitlyn Pekarik 
said. “It was one of the 
most nerve-racking things 
I’ve ever had to endure 
because it’s really difficult 
to make mallet percus-
sion. My favorite part was 
the relief afterward and 
finding out I made it.”
 The Schuylkill County 
Band festival was held 
March 5-7 at Williams 

Valley High School.
 Twenty-seven musi-
cians from PAHS made 
it into county band. They 
include freshmen Thom-
as Honicker, Kaitlyn 
Pekarik and Erika Shu-
man; sophomores Abbey 
Kostyal, Samantha 
Disabella, Colin Williams, 
Patrick Moran and Emma 
Stinnett; juniors Arrianna 
Daniels, Katrina Wha-
len, Taylor Young, Sara 
Leibel, Alana Spotts, 
Ashley Pogash, Michael 
DeColli, Christopher 
Pekarik, Paige Fellows, 
Taylor Brigade and Cody 
Gemmell; and seniors 
Rachel Salata, Alexan-
dra Disabella, Michaela 
Zanis, Jacob Shoener, 
Allyssa Kovich, Autumn 
Minnich, Justin Denchy 
and Sarah Williams.
 “[I] love the experience 
I have at [county band],” 
Leibel said. “Auditions 
were a bit nerve-racking, 
but I got through it. I love 
county band because it 
is not only time that I get 
to spend meeting new 
people and catching up 
with old friends, but it is 
a time where I can really 
just enjoy the music.”
 Next came district 

auditions December 6 at 
Parkland High School.  
 After district auditions 
came the district band 
festival January 14-16. 
January 14 and 15 were 
scheduled days where 
the band practiced all of 
the selections together 
for the first time. The con-
cert was held January 16.
 Four members of the 
PAHS concert band made 
it into PMEA District 10 
Band. They include Hon-
icker, Gemmell, Kovich 
and Shoener.
 “I was very surprised to 
learn that I had made it 
into district band. Judging 
my score and the fact 
that I’m only a freshman, 
I figured that I wouldn’t 
get it,” Honicker said. 
“Of course, I was a little 
nervous. I was very proud 
of myself.”
 Once district band 
comes to a close, district 
orchestra is open for 
business. This festival 
was held from February 
11-13. 
 Two musicians, Gem-
mell and Shoener, made 
it to PMEA District 10 
Orchestra.
 “It felt amazing to make 
district orchestra again,” 
Gemmell said. “My over-
all goal was to rank high 
enough to make regions.”
 District orchestra leads 
musicians right into 
PMEA Region 5 State 
Band, which was held 
February 25-27.
 Gemmell and Shoe-
ner were the only two to 
make it to region band 
this year, and Gemmell 
and Shoener also made it 
to region orchestra.
 Colin Williams scored a 
spot in the PMEA District 
10 Jazz Band. 
 “It is a great feel-
ing to be in district jazz 
ensemble. When I sent 
the audition in, I felt 
pretty confident about 
my chances to make 
it; I really put in a lot of 
effort,” Colin Williams 
said. “Of course, noth-
ing was certain, so I was 
really surprised when Mr. 

[Craig] Shoener, [PAHS 
band director], told me I 
was in. I thought he was 
joking.”
 The last steps in the 
band festival ladder for 
PAHS musicians were All 
State Band for Gemmell 
and PMEA All State Jazz 
Ensemble for Shoener.  
Shoener will be the fourth 
person in the history of 
PAHS to attend the all 
state jazz festival. 
 Shoener will be playing 
first chair, first trumpet 
at the festival. The last 
person to attend the All 
State festival in the jazz 
ensemble was the late 
Mr. John Stabinsky.
 “It is an honor to be se-
lected for All State Jazz 
Band and to be the fourth 
person in PAHS history 
to attend this festival. I 
am extremely excited 
to represent Pottsville 
and carry on the great 
musical legacy that we 
have here,” Shoener 
said. “I was happy with 
my tape that I submitted 
for All State Jazz Band, 
and that was gratifying 
enough for me. I never 
in my wildest dreams ex-

pected that I would make 
All State Jazz Band. It 
was a very nice surprise.”
 Along with band festi-
vals comes the season 
of chorus festivals. The 
first festival was District 
10 Chorus, and Shoener 
was the only PAHS choir 
member to attend this 
year.
 After District Chorus 
came the county chorus 
festival, which was held 
February 19-21 at Tam-
aqua Area High School. 
February 19 and 20 were 
practice days when the 
choir sang together for 
the first time.
 There were nine choir 
members from PAHS 
who made county chorus: 
freshman DeAnna Ste-
venson, juniors Leibel, 
Julia Rismiller and Devon 
Sinkovich and seniors 
Don Keith Allen, Megan 
Berdanier, Bethany Hol-
lenbush, Michael Logo-
thetides and Shoener.
 “My only goal when 
I tried out [for county 
chorus] was to make it 
again, but I ended up with 
a good rank and score,” 
Hollenbush said. 

Photo By Corey SChuSter  

GATHER — Members of the Schuylkill County Band gather 
on the steps in the courtyard for a picture. Twenty-seven 
musicians from the concert band made the cut, and a few 
members advanced to district orchestra and band, region 
orchestra and band and state jazz ensemble. Senior Jacob 
Shoener was the fourth person in PAHS history to make it 
to the All State Jazz ensemble. “My goal this year (actually 
since I was a freshman) was to make an all state ensemble 
(no one in particular),” Shoener said. “I sort of added a sec-
ond goal of trying to make All State Jazz Band last year.” 

Photo By Corey SChuSter

POSE — Members of the Schuylkill County Choir gather in the 
Robert W. Wachter auditorium November 13 for club photo day. 
To get into the choir, students had to prepare a solo and audi-
tion in front of judges. Nine singers from Pottsville Area High 
School made the honor choir. Jacob Shoener then advanced 
to District 10 choir. The concert was then cancelled due to 
inclement weather.
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Pottsville Area School District book fairs accomplish goals
By: Alexa Biddle

PAHS Sophomore

With a trio of books 
clutched in her 

hand, a fifth grader steps 
up to the librarian’s desk 
and purchases her cho-
sen books. 
 “There were so many 
[books] to choose from. 
I got the books The 
Ghost of Crutchfield Hall, 
Manor of Secrets and 
Game Changers,” Lauren 
Klinger, fifth grader, said. 
“The book fair was out-
standing!”
 Because of the lack of 
bookstores in Schuylkill 
County, the book fairs at 
Pottsville Area School 
District are one of the 
only places that one can 
locally find books.
 “I think we do well 
because we do not 
have any bookstores in 
Schuylkill County. Also, 
we have four family 
nights, so that helps,” 

Mrs. Judith DiObilda, 
John S. Clarke librarian, 
said.
 If a child is in the stage 
where he is not yet read-
ing fluently, he could still 
attend the book fair and 
purchase one of the non-
book items.
 “We have a lot of pen-
cils and erasers and fun 
things to play with,” Mrs. 
DiObilda said.
 To help her set up for 
the event, Mrs. DiObilda 
had several volunteers.
 “We have awesome 
volunteers. I couldn’t 
have done it without 
them,” Mrs. DiObilda 
said.
 Mr. Greg Schuettler, 
middle school librarian, 
also had many helpful 
volunteers.
 “Several middle school 
teachers volunteered 
their planning periods and 
free time at night. Their 
help was greatly appreci-
ated,” Mr. Schuettler said.

 Throughout the book 
fair, Mrs. DiObilda started 
to notice the students 
seemed to come back to 
the same few books.
 “[Favorites of the kids 
this year were] Creepy 
Carrots, Bugs in my Hair, 
Diary of a Wimpy Kid, 
Pig the Cat and Disaster 
Strikes,” Mrs. DiObilda 
said. 
 Popular books at the 
middle school book fair 
this year included The 
Minecraft Series, Diary of 
a Wimpy Kid: The Long 
Haul and The Yeti Files.
 “I really liked the selec-
tion of books they had 
this year, especially how 
they had books for every 
reading level,” seventh 
grader Eli Brennan said.
 All of the profits from 
the PASD book fairs goes 
into the library budget, 
which helps Mrs. DiO-
bilda and Mr. Schuettler 
buy new books.
 “Last year we made 

$4,000, and [this year 
we made] $3,300,” Mrs. 
DiObilda said.
 The middle school is 
also always updating its 
library and resources.
 “The library [receives] 
half of the total sum to 

purchase new books 
while the remaining bal-
ance is returned to Scho-
lastic,” Mr. Schuettler 
said. “We hoped to have 
$5,000 in sales but actu-
ally passed our goal and 
earned over $6,500.”
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BROWSE — Aiden Bierman, second grade student, looks at 
all the different books available at the John S. Clarke book 
fair. The book fair raised money so the library could buy new 
books. “[Favorites of the kids this year were] Creepy Carrots, 
Bugs in my Hair, Diary of a Wimpy Kid, Pig the Cat, and Disaster 
Strikes,” Mrs. Judith DiObilda, John S. Clarke librarian, said.

Photo By Inter-State StudIo
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Pottsville Area High School clubs spread the holiday cheer
By: Alexa Biddle

PAHS Sophomore

W    ith the season 
of giving having 

spread a warm, fuzzy 
feeling, many students 
felt the desire to give 
back. Along with other 
citizens, PAHS clubs 
give back during the 
Christmas season.  
 Student council has 
been doing Penny-A-
Week collections at 
PAHS since the 1930s. 
 The money Penny-
A-Week raised went 
toward buying presents 
for needy children.
 “[We collected] a little 
over $2,000. We pur-
chased approximately 
175 gifts this year,” Mr. 
William Rhoads, math 
teacher and student 
council adviser, said.
 Student council de-
livered these presents 
December 23.
 Along with other clubs, 

the Drama Club put to-
gether Thanksgiving and 
Christmas baskets.
 “The Christmas 
baskets contained items 
purchased by club mem-
bers. Each grade had a 
different theme for their 
baskets. At the Christ-
mas cabaret, audience 
members were able to 
buy tickets for a chance 
to win the baskets of their 
choice in the raffle,” se-
nior Taylor O’Brien, club 
president, said. “They 
were raffled off toward 
the end of the show.”
 The cheerleaders do-
nated and helped collect 
toys for Toys for Tots.
 “Toys for Tots went 
extremely well; every 
girl donated, and I am 
extremely pleased with 
the response from the 
cheerleaders,” Ms. Me-
lissa Recla, cheerleading 
coach, said.
 The parents of Jake 
and Leah Guzick and 

their relatives also help 
the community; they 
have a charity set up 
called “Guz’s Christmas 
Project.” The project 
was created after a dis-
tracted driver killed Jake 
and Leah’s cousin Dave 
Guzick, 2007 PAHS 
graduate, in March 
2013.
 “Last year, we collect-
ed things for Schuylkill 
Women in Crisis,” 
senior Jake Guzick said. 
“This year, the 2nd An-
nual ‘Guz’s Christmas 
Project’ benefitted the 
SPCA.”
 Donations were col-
lected from the middle 
and high schools, and 
all over the county.
 “We also had a big 
get together at Barefield 
where lots of Dave’s 
friends came to help 
support our project,” 
Guzick said. “It was fun 
but sad at the same 
time because Dave was 

not there.”
 The French Club also 
gave back to the commu-
nity during the holidays; 
they sang Christmas 
carols around town. 
 “It is fun to go around 

to the different nurs-
ing homes and singing 
carols in French,” senior 
Bethany Hollenbush 
said. “Going caroling is 
one of my favorite parts 
of the club.”

Photo by Rachel conville

SING — The PAHS French Club presents Christmas carols to 
the residents of the high rise by Garfield Square. The club has 
been caroling with other language clubs for 30 years, but five 
years ago, the club broke away and started caroling alone. 
“There were not enough students interested from the [other 
language] clubs who felt comfortable singing,” Ms. Nicole 
Stiles, club adviser, said.

D.H.H. Lengel students “Pay it Forward” to the community
By: Brandon Daubert

PAHS Junior

I think some people are 
too scared or some-

thing. I guess it’s hard 
for people who are so 
used to things the way 
they are – even if they’re 
bad – to change. ‘Cause 
they kind of give up. And 
when they do, everybody 
kind of loses.” Pay it 
Forward
 Seven years ago, 
Mr. John Carr, physical 
education and health 
teacher, started a new 
project at D.H.H. Lengel 
Middle School. 
 Each student for his 
sixth and seventh grade 
health classes was as-
signed to do three good 
deeds for anyone in the 
public. When the deed 
was done, only one task 
remained: tell the recipi-
ents to “Pay it Forward.”
 To start the project, 
the students watch Pay it 

Forward, the movie from 
2000. 
 After the movie, the 
goal is to begin with 
one person who does 
something nice for three 
people. Then, those 
three people are each 
supposed to do some-
thing nice for three other 
people as thanks, caus-
ing a giant web of good 
deeds.
 “It’s nice to see kids 
going out and helping the 
community,” Ms. Kelci 
Killian, first year physi-
cal education and health 
teacher, said. 
 Ms. Killian observed 
Mr. Carr‘s classes while 
he was making progress 
with his idea of “Paying it 
Forward.” She loved the 
idea of the project and 
wanted to keep it going, 
which is why her first year 
as a teacher involved set-
ting up for the project. 
 Her sixth and seventh 
grade students exceeded 

what they first set out 
to do. 
 From picking up litter 
at playgrounds, to donat-
ing to the unfortunate, 
these students proved 
what they meant to: that 
there are still people in 
the world who are willing 
to help others out of 
pure generosity.
 “Think of an idea and 
put it into an action” was 
the catch phrase for their 
project. Ms. Killian even 
received emails thanking 
these students. 
 One student who 
stood out was a young 
boy in her class. 
 He realized one of 
his classmates, another 
boy, had tears and holes 
in his sneakers, so he 
brought in a pair of his 
sneakers for his class-
mate.
 “I really loved the 
idea of the project,” Ms. 
Killian said. “When I took 
observations here after 

college and saw the proj-
ect Mr. Carr had started, 
I immediately wanted to 
help out with it.”
 The project’s success 
in striving for generosity 
in a community where 
everyone can help any-

one without reward is 
something special.  
 With the popular-
ity of this project, it will 
continue to be a yearly 
activity for the students 
of D.H.H. Lengel Middle 
School.

Photo couRtesy of Ms. Kelci Killian

ASSIST — One of Ms. Killian’s seventh grade classes lines 
up in the back of the room to show off their posters and hard 
work for the community in the “Pay it Forward” project. “We 
wanted to think of the best possible way to give back to our 
community and help others pay it forward,” seventh grade 
student Noah Lecher said.

Dress like an Accountant Day becomes more than a joke
By: Tayah Moore

PAHS Sophomore

When one walks into 
Room 219, which 

is where Mr. Hal Bertsch 
teaches his Account-
ing 2 and Accounting 
Principles classes, he 
will see a white piece of 
printer paper plastered 
on cardboard that says 
“Dress Like an Accoun-
tant Day.” Mr. Bertsch has 
had the paper hung on 
his bulletin board since 
the first official Dress Like 
an Accountant Day in the 
2011-2012 school year. 
 According to Mr. 
Bertsch, it was the 2011-
2012 school year when 
a group of students from 
his college account-
ing class, Accounting 
Principles, showed up 
to school dressed up. 
They said that they were 
dressed like accountants. 
 Each of them wore a 
white button down shirt 

and tie with pocket pro-
tectors, and even glasses 
with tape: the stereotypi-
cal accountant. 
  “This was done 
without my knowledge, 
almost like a joke to 
make fun of me,” Mr. 
Bertsch said. “They had a 
sign that said ‘Dress Like 
Accountants Day’ which 
was proudly displayed in 
the picture they took.” 
 Every year since, 
Mr. Bertsch talks to his 
Accounting Principles 
students about this story, 
and why there is a sign 
saying “Dress Like an 
Accountant Day” on his 
bulletin board. 
 Mr. Bertsch tells his 
story, and then students 
usually ask if they can 
pick a day and participate 
in the event. 
 “Dress Like an Accoun-
tant Day was an easy 
way to get bonus points, 
and I would love to do it 
again [if I could],” senior 

Aaron Tranquillo said.
 This year, a group pic-
ture was taken in each of 
Mr. Bertsch’s Accounting 
Principles classes that 
were then shown on the 
PowerPoint presentation 
for current 8th grad-
ers about the business 
courses at Pottsville Area 
High School. 
 “It always surprises 
me that there are more 
students each year that 
want to participate and 
dress up,” Mr. Bertsch 
said. “Over 40 students 
participated.” 
 According to Mr. 
Bertsch, Dress Like an 
Accountant Day also  
provides the opportunity 
to discuss dress codes 
and what things are ap-
propriate to wear in the 
workplace.
 “I liked Dress Like an 
Accountant Day because 
I am going to school for 
accounting. It was fun to 
be in my future profes-

sion for a day,” senior 
Adriana Robinson said. 
“I also love being in the 
[Accounting Principles] 
class, and Mr. Bertsch is 
a good teacher. It is my 
favorite class.”
 Some current juniors 

are interested in Dress 
Like an Accountant Day 
next year. 
 “I am definitely looking 
forward to Dress Like an 
Accountant Day [next 
year,]” junior Shelby 
Maley said. 
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WORK — Senior Michaela Zanis opens her Accounting 
Principles workbook on Dress Like an Accountant Day. Zanis 
was one of the 40 students who participated in the event. “I 
thought Dress Like an Accountant Day was a lot of fun,” Zanis 
said. It was really cool to see how my class dressed like they 
were going to work in the accounting firm.”

PAHS classes say YES to YTI Career Institute presentation
By: Alex Disabella

PAHS Senior

Click on Scholarships. 
Click on Schools. 

Click on Careers. [They] 
will [all] tell you some-
thing different,” Mr. Greg 
Lieberman, high school 
ambassador at Rally 
Cap, said.
 December 22, the 
YES program, taught by 
Mrs. Pamela Delenick, 
Mr. Thomas McGeoy 
and Mrs. Jackie Morgan, 
and Career Explora-
tions classes taught by 
Mr. Stephen Horvath 
and Mrs. Morgan all had 
the opportunity to see a 
presentation given by Mr. 
Lieberman. They also 
viewed a cooking demon-
stration to end the day.
 Mr. Lieberman, Nativ-
ity B.V.M. graduate and 
friend of Mr. Charles 
Taronis, PAHS history 
teacher, gave presenta-
tions all day in Room 

115, highlighting the 
purpose of YTI Career 
Institutes. 
 YTI Career Institutes 
is a technical institute 
located nearest Pottsville 
in York, Pa. 
 It offers majors ranging 
from a computer systems 
specialist to a dental as-
sistant. 
 Mr. Lieberman is the 
high school ambassador 
for the culinary depart-
ment through Rally Cap, 
which deals with this 
institute.
 Rally Cap is a com-
pany that helps students 
to find the right major if 
they are having trouble 
deciding on a career 
choice. Rally Cap’s web 
page consists of numer-
ous videos and tutorials 
that can help a student 
discover his path.
 During the presenta-
tion, the students were 
engaged through the 
use of iPads, looking at 

the YTI Career Insti-
tutes home page. Some 
students explored majors, 
while others spent time 
searching the website.
 “The kids were very 
interested in what I had 
to say. They were very 
attentive,” Mr. Lieberman 
said.
 After students had 
become acclimated with 
the site, Mr. Lieberman 
began cooking chicken 
sausage gumbo for the 
students. 
 The whole time he pre-
pared the dish, he asked 
students questions about 
why he was doing things 
as he did them.
 “Why do we want to 
have everything the same 
size while we’re cook-
ing?” Mr. Lieberman said. 
“So that everything looks 
nice, and it cooks evenly.”
 Once the dish was 
finished, students were 
each served a portion. 
Mr. Lieberman cooked 

the dish five times that 
day, and there was none 
left over. 
 If one is interested in 
a technical institute or is 

looking for information on 
choosing a major, he can 
visit www.yti.edu or www.
rallycap.com for guid-
ance.

Photo by coRey schusteR

DEMONSTRATE — Mr. Greg Lieberman, ambassador for the 
culinary department through Rally Cap, helps students of 
the YES Program and Career Explorations classes navigate 
the YTI Career Institutes website. Mr. Lieberman gave a 
presentation about the many careers that YTI has to offer. 
After the presentation, Mr. Lieberman cooked chicken sausage 
gumbo for all of the classes that attended. While he cooked, 
the students explored the YTI website further.
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The 100th day of school 
is a big event for any-

one, but it is especially 
important at the John 
S. Clarke Elementary 
Center. 
 To celebrate the 100th 
day, the teachers and 
faculty set up events 
for the students. Events 
included bringing 100 
items to school and 
counting to 100.
 “We did 100th day fit-
ness fun; we did 10 jump-
ing jacks, worked for half 
an hour, did 10 stretches 
[etc.],” Mrs. Beverly Dil-
low, first grade teacher, 
said. “Then we made 
100th day cereal neck-
laces. They had to group 
the pieces of cereal into 
tens. They had to count 
by tens and were able to 
string their necklaces and 

wear them for the rest of 
the day.”
 The students had fun 
dancing and singing 
with each other. During 
certain times, they would 
go to the gymnasium, the 
library or the art room.
 “I sang [songs from] 
Frozen,” Brinley Herring, 
one of Mrs. Kimberly 
Jackson’s first grade 
students, said. 
 Other students in Mrs. 
Jackson’s class did differ-
ent things as well, such 
as drawing pictures of 
themselves in 100 years 
and counting out 100 
objects.
 “I made pictures [of 
what I would look like 
when] I am 107,” Miley 
Ciccocioppo, first grader, 
said. “I am actually seven 
[years old].”
 Coincidentally, the 
100th day of school 
landed on the same day 

as a Pride Program, the 
student recognition pro-
gram at JSC.
 “[We] went to the Pride 
Program and danced,” 
Julia Reinertsen, another 
student in Mrs. Jackson’s 
class, said. “We took a 
class picture.”
 Many other classes 
celebrated the 100th 
day in different ways, 
primarily the kindergarten 
through second grade 
classes.
 “We have made 100th 
day glasses to celebrate 
the 100th day of school,” 
Mrs. Heather Berger, kin-
dergarten teacher, said. 
 Mrs. Julia Leiby’s 
second grade students 
all had booklets with lists 
and drawings of things 
related to the number 
100.
 “[On the 100th day, I 
was] coloring the 100th 
day book and writing how 

many dollars we would 
have in 100 days,” Jesse 
Wooton, one of Mrs. 
Leiby’s students, said. 
 The 100th day of 
school means a lot to 

students at John S. 
Clarke. It signifies growth 
from when they arrived at 
school for the first day. In 
recognition, the students 
all celebrate together.

CONCENTRATE — Kindergarten student Elijah Clark works dili-
gently on his 100th day glasses. He is a member of Mrs. Heather 
Berger’s kindergarten class. Other classes did similar activities, 
such as coloring 100th day hats. Students from many different 
classrooms took part in some sort of celebratory act. Some 
classes dressed up like they would in 100 years, some students 
brought 100 items and some found ways to count to 100.

D.H.H. Lengel implements a new tenth period
By: Tim Witman

PAHS Sophomore

past years and was able 
to present one of my best 
Christmas concerts in 
years,” Mr. Ryan said.
 Every teacher at 
D.H.H. participates in 
helping the students 
when they have trouble 
with problems or need 
help with work.
 “As an English teacher, 
it is not difficult to teach 
math activities dur-
ing TEAM Time,” Mrs. 
Lisa Holobetz, English 
teacher, said. “The les-
sons that we teach are 
related to everyday math. 
Teachers and students 
work together to figure 
out various math prob-
lems that people face 
throughout their lives. 
We work on figuring out 
sales tax, gratuity, sale 
prices, weekly budgets, 
expenses for a vacation, 
saving money for col-

lege and common math 
problems that everyone 
should learn how to do in 
their lives.”
 TEAM Time helps the 
students learn how to 
work not only with each 
other, but also with the 
teachers whom they do 
not work with in their daily 
schedules.
 “It is nice to be able to 
have the opportunity to 
share my love of math-
ematics with students 
that I don’t regularly have 
for class.” Mr. Matthew 
Maccarone, algebra 
teacher, said. “I enjoy be-
ing able to choose topics 
that I feel are useful for 
everyone for everyday 
living, such as balancing 
a checkbook and learn-
ing about interest rates. 
I think our students can 
benefit from having this 
opportunity.”

work done, it’s about all 
students working to their 
potential and beyond.”
 The activities that take 
place during TEAM Time 
depend on the school 
day. 
 On Day 1, the students 
work on what is known as 
“real world math.” 
 On Day 2, they work on 
journals. 
 On Day 3, they have a 
homework club, and on 
Day 4, they learn about 
current events taking 
place in the world. 
 On Day 5, the follow-
ing Lengel clubs meet: 
Lengel Lingo, Yearbook, 
Debate Club, Art Club, 
Relay for Life, Student 
Council and Computer 
Club.
 The middle school 
band meets every day 
during TEAM Time for a 
regular rehearsal. 

 In past years, the band 
met only on extended 
homeroom days, which 
were mostly Mondays, 
Wednesdays and Fri-
days. 
 When beginner band 
started, the rest of the 
band lost its normal Fri-
day rehearsals.
 Mr. Michael Ryan, 
Lengel band director and 
marching instructor for 
the high school marching 
band, had high hopes 
for his instrumentalists 
this year, but because he 
had less time with them, 
due to a large number 
of them leaving early for 
sports and clubs, he was 
not sure that he would be 
able to live up to his own 
expectations.
 “TEAM time is work-
ing out very well so far. 
I have more rehearsal 
time than I have had in 

This year, the D.H.H. 
Lengel Middle School 

added a new tenth 
period, known as TEAM 
Time, to the end of their 
daily academic schedule.
 TEAM Time replaced 
the extended homerooms 
that took place in the 
mornings so that the 
students could begin their 
academic day earlier than 
before. 
 “We looked at the 
students’ past PSSA 
scores and divided them 
into groups of students 
who have strengths 
and those that have 
areas that need to be 
strengthened,” Mrs. 
Stephanie Ziegmont, 
PASD curriculum 
coordinator, said. “TEAM 
Time is not about getting 

John S. Clarke celebrates 100 days of school
By: Jackson Gunelson

PAHS Sophomore

PAHS Boy Scouts earn their Eagle Scout ranks 
By: Autumn Minnich

PAHS Senior

Being involved in Boy 
Scouts can be time 

consuming. Between 
meetings and activities 
such as volunteering at 
the soup kitchen and 
catering at the Trinity 
Lutheran Church, Boy 
Scouts is a full time com-
mitment. 
 Boy Scouts offers fun 
opportunities for the 
young men involved in 
the program such as trav-
eling to Hawk Mountain 
for a week of camping 
and other activities.
 While at Hawk Moun-
tain, the scouts do the 
Polar Bear Plunge every 
morning. 
 They get the opportu-
nity to shoot bows and 
arrows and .22 rifles. 
 During open lake time, 
they get to row boats, 
paddle board or canoe. 
Other activities involve 
swimming and a sus-
pended obstacle course.
 While there, each scout 
learns more basic out-
door skills such as how 
to properly use a hatchet 
and a knife. They learn 
basic first aid and how to 
tie knots. They also learn 
the safe way to build a 
fire. 
 Each scout gets the 
opportunity to earn indi-
vidual merit badges while 
at the week-long camp 
to ensure that they are 
eligible to get the Eagle 
Scout rank. 
 Older scouts have the 
choice to earn a merit 
badge by spending one 
night alone in the woods 
to prepare for wilderness 
survival.
 “Camp is a great place 
to get experience in the 
outdoor setting,” sopho-
more Jackson Gunelson 
said. 
 One usually joins Cub 

Scouts at the age of six. 
The scout progresses 
through dens such as Ti-
ger, Wolf, Bear, Webelos 
One and Webelos Two. 
After cross over, the Cub 
Scout will then become a 
Boy Scout. 
 After one fulfills the 
requirements of earn-
ing a specific amount of 
badges, completing the 
service project and being 
an active member of the 
troop of which he belongs  
for at least two years, he 
can achieve his Eagle 
Scout rank.
 When one earns his 
Eagle Scout rank, the 
highest rank one can 
earn, he is treated with 
the utmost respect within 
the scout community.  
 From there, if they wish 
to join the military, they 
are automatically given 
one rank higher than 
the rest of the other new 
recruits. 
 Earning the Eagle 
Scout rank also helps 
to boost one’s resumé 
whether he is looking to 
get into college or looking 
for a job opportunity. 
 “I stayed involved in 
[Boy Scouts] because it 
was a great program to 
be in, and you learn a 
lot of useful skills in the 
program. Even if you only 
use [the skills] once in a 
great while, you will use 
the skills,” 2014 PAHS 
graduate Travis Dudash 
said.
 Pottsville has seen 
numerous young men 
go through the scout 
program and earn their 
Eagle Scout rank, includ-
ing Dudash and seniors 
Patrick Brennan, Victor 
Smith and Daniel Gall-
Madara. 
 Senior Jacob Spece 
is currently going for his 
Eagle Scout rank, along 
with junior Christian 
Gauker and sophomore 

Gunelson.
 Dudash joined Cub 
Scouts when he was five 
years old because his 
older brother, 2012 PAHS 
graduate Josh Dudash, 
was involved in it. 
 For his Eagle Scout 
project, he put flashing 
on the back of the Janet 
Eich Public Library in Port 
Carbon. The purpose of 
the project was to stop 
the leaking of water into 
the library. 
 “I also stayed in [Boy 
Scouts] because Eagle 
rank means a good deal 
in the real world,” Travis 
Dudash said. “For in-
stance, me going into the 
Navy, I will be two pay 
grades above those who 
aren’t an Eagle Scout just 
going in.”
 Spece joined Cub 
Scouts when he was 
younger because one of 
his close friends told him 
to try it out. He decided 
to stick with scouting and 
go for his Eagle Scout 
rank when he earned the 
required amount of merit 
badges. 
 “I used those skills 
[taught in Boy Scouts] 
to develop a plan for an 
outdoor classroom for 
the school so students 
and teachers could love 
and appreciate nature 
just as much as I have 
during [the years I spent 
involved in] Boy Scouts,” 
Spece said. 
 Gauker joined Cub 
Scouts when he was in 
kindergarten for some-
thing to do. When he got 
older, he found that he 
enjoyed outdoor activities 
and learning the skills of-
fered to Boy Scouts. 
 “As for my Eagle 
[Scout] project, we fixed 
up the Terry Reiley Me-
morial Park across from 
Sheetz,” Gauker said. 
“We planted three trees, 
added one table and two 

benches and repaired 
one table.”
 Gunelson joined Cub 
Scouts in his home state 
of Oklahoma, when he 
was eight years old in or-
der to socialize with other 
kids his age who had the 
same interests as him. 
 For his Eagle Scout 
project, he coordinated 
the Pottsville Public 
Library’s Annual Haunted 
House in 2014 and orga-
nized a food drive for the 
Pottsville Soup Kitchen. 
 Gunelson is hoping to 
achieve the Eagle Scout 
rank with the services he 
provided to the Pottsville 
area. 
 “[Earning my Eagle 
Scout rank] goes to show 
how much work I put into 
Boy Scouts,” Gunelson 
said. “Boy Scouts is a 
great program as it teach-
es younger children how 
to act and older scouts 
how to lead. It really is an 
experience that can only 

better your life.”
 Not only do these 
projects help young 
men learn skills to better 
themselves in the outdoor 
setting, it also helps the 
community by bettering 
the atmosphere of spe-
cific places. 
 Mrs. Susan Zierle, 
wife of Scout Master Mr. 
Bill Zierle, also spends 
a great deal of her time 
helping out with the Boy 
Scouts involved in Troop 
607. 
 Mrs. Zierle is a scout 
leader and assists in both 
meetings and “Order the 
Arrow” gatherings. 
 These gatherings are 
for more the experi-
enced scouts not just in 
Schuylkill County, but the 
nation.
 “[Boy Scouts] is a way 
for young men to learn 
life skills to help them in 
their careers and their life 
choices while having fun,” 
Mrs. Zierle said.

Photo CourteSy of JaCoB SPeCe  

PRIDE — Senior Jacob Spece created an outdoor classroom 
near the tennis courts at Pottsville Area High School to earn 
his Eagle Scout rank. His purpose for creating the outdoor 
classroom was because he appreciated nature and wanted 
students to appreciate it just as much.“I started fundrais-
ing for my project in the spring by selling candy bars to the 
student body after Ms. [Tiffany] Reedy granted me permis-
sion. With the candy bar sale, I raised $300 to go towards my 
expenses to help purchase the tables and flowers,” Spece 
said. “I discussed the project with Mr. [Adrian] Portland, my 
project advisor; Ms. Reedy, beneficiary representative; and 
Mr. [Kerry] Ansbach, the manager of the grounds [at Pottsville 
Area High School.] The outdoor classroom will offer a world 
of opportunities for generations to come at Pottsville Area 
High School.”
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PASD Calendar
March
2 — Read Across 
America Day
2-4 — Kindergarten 
Registration at the 
Academic Center 9 a.m. 
- 12 p.m.
7 — County Band 
Festival held at Williams 
Valley
9-15 — National 
Foreign Language 
Week
13 — Deadline to 
Register for the 4/18 
ACT
14 — SAT at Pottsville
17 — St. Patrick’s Day
19 — 5th & 6th Grade 
Choir Tribute to Music 

in our Schools at Lengel 
7 p.m.
20-22 — PAHS Drama 
Club Spring Musical 
7:30 p.m.
23 — PAHS POPS 
Meeting 7 p.m. 
April
12-18 — National 
Library Week and 
Environmental 
Education Week 
13 — Crimson Aides 
Meeting 7:30 p.m.
18 — ACT Testing
23 — PAHS Small 
Ensembles Concert 
7:30 p.m.
28-29 — Kindergarten 
Screening

PASD Phone Numbers
JSC Elementary 
Center: (570) 621-2947
D.H.H. Middle School: 
(570) 621-2924
PAHS: (570) 621-2962
Academic Center:    
(570) 621-2900
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